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Abstract

The preservation of traditional performing arts, such as Reyog Ponorogo, in urban settings
plays a crucial role in maintaining cultural identity amidst rapid societal changes. This
study explores how the Ponorogo community living in Jakarta sustains Reyog Ponorogo
as part of Indonesia’s intangible cultural heritage. By focusing on cultural inheritance
systems, the research highlights the community's adaptive strategies that align with both
heritage conservation and modern urban life. Furthermore, it investigates the role of Reyog
in shaping communal identity while examining its integration into creative industries.
The empowerment of local artists through digital technology and its contribution to the
globalization of Reyog as a world cultural heritage are key elements discussed. The research
employs ethnographic methods, combining interviews with Reyog performers and cultural
custodians with digital analyses of Reyog performances circulated online. The findings
reveal a dynamic interplay between traditional values and modern mediums, where digital
technology serves as a powerful tool for promoting and safeguarding intangible heritage.
The study emphasizes the importance of recognizing traditional arts not just as cultural
artifacts but as living practices, deeply intertwined with the urban cultural landscape and
global digital platforms.

Keyword: Reyog Ponorogo; intangible cultural heritage; creative industries; digital
technology; cultural identity.

INTRODUCTION
Background of the Study

The preservation of traditional performing arts plays a vital role in maintaining
cultural identity, especially in urban environments that experience rapid societal
changes due to globalization and urbanization. Traditional arts serve as a conduit for
the transmission of culture, history, and communal values, offering a tangible
connection to the past. In the context of urban societies, where diverse populations
converge, there is a growing challenge to safeguard cultural heritage while adapting
to modern realities (Kasmahidayat & Herliawan, 2023). This is particularly pertinent
for displaced or migratory communities who wish to retain their cultural heritage
amidst the pressures of integration into metropolitan environments (Yi, 2025). Studies
have shown that traditional performing arts contribute significantly to reinforcing
cultural identity, fostering a sense of belonging and pride among urban communities,
particularly those from regions with strong cultural legacies (Gaddapati, 2025).

In Indonesia, Reyog Ponorogo, a traditional dance performance from East Java,
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embodies the rich cultural heritage of the Ponorogo people. As a living cultural
expression, it is both an art form and a symbol of the Ponorogo community’s identity.
However, the evolution of urban society presents challenges to the preservation of
such art forms. While Reyog Ponorogo remains an iconic feature of Indonesia’s
intangible cultural heritage, the preservation efforts in urban settings such as Jakarta
face significant difficulties. These include competition from more mainstream
entertainment forms and a declining interest among younger generations (Rismayanti
et al.,, 2017). To address these challenges, communities have developed adaptive
strategies to integrate Reyog into contemporary urban life while still honoring its
traditional roots.

Main Research Problem and General Solution

This study investigates how the Ponorogo community in Jakarta sustains
Reyog Ponorogo, a traditional art form, as a core component of their cultural identity
amidst the pressures of urbanization and globalization. The main research problem
centers on how the community can balance the need for cultural preservation with the
demands of modern urban life. In particular, it seeks to explore how the process of
passing down traditional knowledge and practices to younger generations is managed
in an urban environment, and how these efforts can be supported by modern
technological and creative industries (Salar, 2025).

A general solution to this problem involves examining the dynamic interplay
between traditional cultural practices and contemporary strategies for their
preservation. One key aspect of this solution is the use of digital technology to amplify
the visibility and reach of Reyog Ponorogo, enabling it to transcend geographical and
generational boundaries. Additionally, integrating Reyog into the creative industries
has proven effective in both empowering local artists and promoting cultural
sustainability (Wijayanto et al., 2021). By exploring these avenues, this research seeks
to provide insights into how traditional arts like Reyog can be preserved while
remaining relevant and economically viable in a rapidly changing urban context.

Specific Solution from the Scientific Literature

Existing research highlights various approaches to preserving traditional
performing arts within urban environments, with particular focus on community-
driven inheritance systems, artist empowerment, and the integration of digital
technologies. Community-based inheritance systems have historically been the
foundation for passing down traditional knowledge. In the case of Reyog Ponorogo,
these systems ensure that the art form is not only maintained but also continually
adapted through active participation in the community (Mustikarani & Sabardila,
2023). However, urbanization often disrupts these systems, leading to challenges in
maintaining authentic practices. Thus, finding ways to adapt these systems to urban
settings without losing their cultural essence is a crucial aspect of the preservation
effort.

One key strategy identified in the literature is the empowerment of local artists
through both formal and informal platforms, such as digital marketing and online
platforms. By utilizing digital tools, Reyog artists can reach a wider audience,
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promoting their work and generating income. This, in turn, fosters a greater
appreciation for the art form among younger generations and urban dwellers. For
example, digital marketing initiatives have helped Reyog performers expand their
reach beyond their traditional communities (Wijayanto et al., 2021). These efforts not
only ensure the art's survival but also provide financial incentives for local artists to
continue their practice. However, the challenge remains to integrate these modern
tools while ensuring the preservation of Reyog’s cultural authenticity.

Moreover, digital platforms, such as social media and video streaming, offer
Reyog Ponorogo the opportunity to be recognized globally. The global exposure helps
to position Reyog as a valuable cultural asset that transcends local boundaries.
However, the integration of digital technology into traditional arts has sparked
concerns about the potential commercialization and distortion of the cultural values
embedded within these practices (Baharuddin et al., 2020). As these digital platforms
expand, it becomes increasingly important to balance visibility with cultural integrity,
ensuring that Reyog remains true to its historical roots while evolving to fit modern
contexts.

Specific Literature Review that Finally Led to Research Gaps

A critical review of the literature reveals that much of the existing research on
the preservation of traditional performing arts focuses on general strategies for
cultural heritage conservation but often overlooks the specific challenges faced by art
forms in urban settings. While studies have extensively documented the role of digital
technology in promoting traditional arts (Zhang et al., 2025), there is limited research
on how these technologies can be used to empower local artists while maintaining
cultural authenticity (Tias, 2025). Moreover, previous studies tend to focus on either
the cultural or economic aspects of preservation, with little integration of the two.

Additionally, existing research tends to address preservation strategies from
the perspective of rural or small-town communities, leaving a gap in understanding
how these strategies can be applied in urban contexts (Supriono, 2020). Urban settings
present unique challenges, such as the fragmentation of community networks and the
competition with more mainstream forms of entertainment. This gap in the literature
underscores the need for studies that specifically address how traditional performing
arts, like Reyog Ponorogo, can be preserved in urban environments, particularly in
the context of digital globalization.

Objective, Statement of Novelty, or Justification of the Hypothesis, and the Scope
of the Study

The objective of this study is to explore how the Ponorogo community in
Jakarta preserves and sustains Reyog Ponorogo as a form of intangible cultural
heritage amidst the challenges of urbanization and globalization. This research will
investigate the community's adaptive strategies for cultural inheritance, artist
empowerment, and the role of digital technology in promoting and safeguarding
Reyog. By focusing on these elements, the study aims to provide insights into the
preservation of traditional arts in modern urban contexts.

The novelty of this research lies in its focus on Reyog Ponorogo as a living
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cultural practice in an urban setting. Previous studies have concentrated on the
preservation of traditional arts in rural settings or on a broader level without
considering the specific dynamics in urban environments. This study aims to bridge
this gap by examining how urbanization and digital technology intersect with
traditional practices. The research will also contribute to a deeper understanding of
how digital platforms can be used to promote cultural sustainability without
compromising authenticity.

The scope of this study is centered on the Reyog Ponorogo community in
Jakarta, focusing on their strategies for preserving this traditional art form while
integrating it into contemporary urban life. Through interviews with artists and
cultural custodians, as well as digital analyses of Reyog performances online, this
study will provide a comprehensive examination of the challenges and opportunities
associated with preserving Reyog in an urban context.

METHOD
Ethnographic Approach to Studying Reyog Ponorogo in Jakarta

This study adopts an ethnographic approach to explore the preservation and
adaptation of Reyog Ponorogo in Jakarta, where the Ponorogo diaspora has actively
maintained this traditional performance art. Ethnography is an ideal method for
understanding the nuanced socio-cultural dynamics that shape the practice of Reyog
Ponorogo in urban settings, particularly in terms of how the art form helps the
community preserve its cultural identity in a rapidly changing environment
(Baharuddin et al., 2020). The research involves participant observation, where the
researcher attended community rehearsals, public performances, and cultural
festivals that featured Reyog. Through direct engagement with the community, the
study seeks to capture the lived experiences of performers and cultural custodians,
identifying how they navigate the challenges of maintaining cultural traditions amidst
competing modern influences. This immersive approach also allowed for a deeper
understanding of the cultural significance of Reyog, providing valuable insights into
the ways in which this tradition has evolved to remain relevant in Jakarta’s urban
landscape.

Data Collection: Interviews with Cultural Custodians and Artist

To complement the ethnographic data, semi-structured interviews were
conducted with cultural custodians, including leaders of Reyog Ponorogo troupes,
performers, and other key stakeholders involved in its preservation. These interviews
provided a more detailed understanding of the community-based inheritance systems
that sustain the art form (Wijayanto, 2024), as well as the roles played by both the
community and individual artists in maintaining Reyog. Particular attention was paid
to the challenges faced by the artists in adapting Reyog to the urban context of Jakarta,
where issues such as economic pressures and changing social dynamics often impact
traditional practices (Rahayu, 2018). The interviews also explored the integration of
Reyog into the creative industries, assessing the economic opportunities and creative
innovations that arise from this process. Additionally, interviews with younger
performers and emerging artists helped gauge their perspectives on the future of
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Reyog, especially in terms of how digital technologies could contribute to its
preservation and promotion (Rachman, 2024). The data collected from these
interviews were transcribed, coded, and analyzed thematically to identify recurring
patterns, providing insights into the strategies that the Ponorogo community employs
to keep Reyog alive and culturally meaningful.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Analyzing Digital Platforms as Tools for Cultural Preservation

A key component of this study is the analysis of digital platforms and their role
in the promotion and preservation of Reyog Ponorogo. The research involved a
comprehensive review of online content, including social media posts, YouTube
videos, and digital archives where Reyog performances are shared and promoted.
This digital content analysis enabled the study to evaluate the effectiveness of these
platforms in reaching both local and global audiences, as well as the degree to which
they contribute to the transmission of cultural knowledge and practices (Permatasari
et al., 2020). Metrics such as viewership statistics, audience engagement, and content
dissemination were analyzed to assess the digital reach and impact of Reyog
performances online. In addition, the study explored how digital platforms empower
Reyog artists by providing new avenues for exposure and economic opportunities
(Harisanty et al., 2024). However, the study also critically examined the potential risks
associated with the commercialization of traditional arts in digital spaces, including
the possible dilution of cultural values in the face of global trends and market
demands (Sugianto et al.,, 2021). By combining digital content analysis with the
perspectives gained from interviews, this study offers a comprehensive view of how
digital technology interacts with traditional cultural practices and contributes to their
preservation in the modern age.

Findings on Reyog Ponorogo and its Role in Strengthening Cultural Identity in
Jakarta

The ethnographic research highlights the significant role that Reyog Ponorogo
plays in reinforcing the cultural identity of the Ponorogo diaspora in Jakarta.
Community members view Reyog not only as a traditional art form but as a vital
symbol of their heritage, connecting them to their ancestral roots. Public performances
of Reyog, especially during cultural festivals and religious ceremonies, create a shared
space of communal pride and collective memory, reinforcing a strong sense of
belonging among the Ponorogo people. These performances serve as important
moments for cultural expression, helping to bridge generational gaps and ensure that
younger members of the community remain connected to their cultural heritage
despite the challenges of urbanization and modernization (Baharuddin et al., 2020; Yi,
2025).

Impact of Creative Industries on the Preservation of Reyog Ponorogo

The study reveals that the integration of Reyog Ponorogo into the creative
industries has had a significant impact on its preservation and promotion. Through
partnerships with local governments, tourism boards, and event organizers, Reyog
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has found new avenues for visibility, reaching both local and international audiences.
The art form’s inclusion in commercial cultural events has provided performers with
new economic opportunities, allowing them to sustain their practice in a competitive
urban environment. However, concerns persist regarding the commercialization of
Reyog. Some community members worry that the cultural depth and meanings of
Reyog may be overshadowed by its entertainment value, reflecting broader concerns
about the commodification of traditional arts (Atmadiredja et al., 2024). Despite this,
the integration of Reyog into the creative industries remains a vital strategy for
ensuring its survival and relevance.

Digital Technology as a Medium for Heritage Preservation

Digital technology has emerged as a powerful tool for the preservation and
global promotion of Reyog Ponorogo. Platforms like YouTube, Instagram, and
Facebook have allowed Reyog performances to reach audiences far beyond Jakarta,
enabling the art form to expand its traditional audience base. Many artists and cultural
custodians now utilize these platforms to share live performances, tutorials, and
behind-the-scenes content, thereby fostering greater engagement with the art form.
The study found that younger generations, especially those from urban settings, have
shown increased interest in Reyog through these digital platforms, furthering the
dissemination of this intangible cultural heritage. This finding aligns with global
trends in cultural heritage preservation, where digital tools are increasingly used to
document and share traditional practices (Permatasari et al., 2020; Harisanty et al.,
2024). However, the use of digital platforms also raises concerns about maintaining
the authenticity of the art form, as digital content often emphasizes aesthetics and
entertainment over cultural depth (Sugianto et al., 2021). Balancing accessibility with
cultural preservation remains a critical challenge.

CONCLUSION
Preservation of Reyog Ponorogo in Urban Society: Findings and Implications

This study highlights the vital role that Reyog Ponorogo plays in maintaining
the cultural identity of the Ponorogo diaspora in Jakarta. The findings suggest that,
despite the challenges of urbanization and the pressures from modern entertainment,
Reyog continues to serve as a key symbol of intangible cultural heritage. The
incorporation of Reyog into the creative industries and the use of digital platforms
have provided both opportunities and challenges for its preservation. While these
developments have helped to increase its visibility and generate economic benefits for
the artists, there are ongoing concerns about the potential dilution of cultural
authenticity. The study underscores the importance of balancing commercial success
with cultural integrity in ensuring that Reyog remains a living, dynamic practice that
can thrive in urban environments.

The Future of Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Digital Age

As the digital age continues to transform how traditional arts are practiced and
consumed, the preservation of intangible cultural heritage like Reyog Ponorogo must
adapt to these new realities. The integration of digital platforms has the potential to
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expand audience engagement and provide new avenues for cultural expression, but
it also raises important questions about authenticity and the commercialization of
heritage. Going forward, efforts to preserve Reyog and similar traditional art forms
must prioritize community-led initiatives that leverage technology without
compromising the cultural values embedded in these practices. The future of
intangible cultural heritage in the digital era will depend on the ability of
communities, artists, and cultural policymakers to harness the power of digital tools
while safeguarding the integrity of their traditions for future generations.

REFERENCES

Atmadiredja, G., Marjanto, D. K., Ulumuddin, I., & Sudrajat, U. (2024). Preservation
of Reog Ponorogo in Contemporary Society. Proceedings of the International
Conference on Multidisciplinary Studies (ICoMSi 2023), 229-244.
https:/ /doi.org/10.2991/978-2-38476-228-6_19

Baharuddin, F., Agustina, T. S., & Satrio, P. (2021). Pendampingan Pemuda Penggiat
Seni Reyog Ponorogo (PPSRP) Malang Raya untuk menjadi art-preneur dengan
pemanfaatan media online. JAPI (Jurnal Akses Pengabdian Indonesia), 6(2),
145-151.

Baharuddin, F., Rachmah, E. N., & Satrio, P. (2020). Perbedaan identitas sosial antara
anggota kelompok Reog Ponorogo dengan anggota kelompok Reog di luar
kota Ponorogo. Civic-Culture: Jurnal Ilmu Pendidikan PKn dan Sosial Budaya,
4(1), 277-286

Gaddapati, J. R. (2025). Preserving tradition amidst modern schooling: The interplay
of education and cultural identity in the Lisu (Yobin) tribe. International
Journal for Multidisciplinary Research, 7(1).
https:/ /doi.org/10.36948/ijfmr.2025.v07i01.35650

Gunanto, S. G. (2020). Preliminary Identification of Indonesian Digital Heritage
Archives (IDHA) as a Digital Preservation for Indonesian Culture. Proceedings
of the 4th International Symposium of Arts, Crafts & Design in South East Asia
(ARCADESA). https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3807631

Harisanty, D., Obille, K. L. B.,, Anna, N. E. V., Purwanti, E., & Retrialisca, F. (2024).
Cultural heritage preservation in the digital age, harnessing artificial
intelligence for the future: A bibliometric analysis. Digital Library Perspectives,
40(4), 609-630. https:/ /doi.org/10.1108 / DLP-01-2024-0018

Kasmahidayat, Y., & Herliawan, R. J. (2023). Pengembangan seni tradisi sebagai

penguatan wisata budaya kawasan ekonomi khusus Tanjung Lesung. Jurnal
Abmas, 23(1), 9-16. https:/ /doi.org/10.17509/ abmas.v23i1.57292

Kurnianto, R., & Lestarini, N. (2015). Nilai-nilai edukasi dalam seni Reyog Ponorogo.
El Harakah, 17(2), 240-254.(Garuda Kemdikbud)

Mustikarani, A., & Sabardila, A. (2023). Performance of the Reog Ponorogo Tradition
in the Village of Mrayan as Cultural Identity Introduction. Jurnal Sendratasik,
12(2), 308-318

Oliasari, E., Elvandari, E., & Firmansyah, D. (2022). Bentuk pertunjukan kesenian Reog
Ponorogo di Desa Sumber Rahayu Kecamatan Rambang Kabupaten Muara
Enim. Anthor: Education and Learning Journal, 1(3), 232-240

120



Proceeding of International Seminar of Culture and Tourism
Publisher : Asosiasi Kajian Budaya Indonesia

Vol.1 No.1 - May 2025

Awailable : https.//ojs-akbi.org/index.php/proceeding/index

ASOSIASI
KAJIAN

BUDAYA
INDONESIA

Permatasari, A. P., Rech, D. P, Qohar, A. A., & Faizal, A. (2020). From web 1.0 to web
4.0: The digital heritage platforms for UNESCO’s heritage properties in
Indonesia. Virtual Archaeology Review,
https:/ /doi.org/10.4995/var.2020.13121(pure.buas.nl) 11(23), 75-93.

Pradana, A. H. (2014). Peran Pemerintah Daerah dalam Pelestarian Kesenian Reyog
(Studi pada Dinas Kebudayaan, Pariwisata, Pemuda, dan Olahraga Kabupaten
Ponorogo). Skripsi, Universitas Brawijaya

Rachman, Y. B. (2024). Preservation of cultural heritage, digital technology and
cyberspaces: Women's active involvement, opportunity and empowerment.
Library Hi Tech News, 41(7), 17-19. https:/ /doi.org/10.1108 / LHTN-08-2024-
0136

Rahayu, I. (2018). Tata Pajang Artefak Reyog Ponorogo sebagai Bagian dari Rencana
Perancangan Museum Reyog di Ponorogo. Jurnal Perancangan, Institut Seni
Indonesia Yogyakarta

Rismayanti, F. A., Marjono, & Umamah, N. (2017). National Festival Reyog Ponorogo
as an Effort to Preserve Reyog Arts in Ponorogo Regency 1995-2016. Jurnal
Historica, 1(2), 213-225

Rohim, A., Saptawuryandari, N., Fuad, K., Supriadi, A., Saefuddin, S., & Yulianto, A.
(2023). Reyog Ponorogo Monument and Museum to Promote Historical
Literacy and Cultural Tourism. Quantum Journal of Social Sciences and
Humanities, 4(5), 214-222. https:/ /doi.org/10.55197 / gjssh.v4i5.279

Saefuddin, S., & Yulianto, A. (2023). Reyog Ponorogo Monument and Museum to
Promote Historical Literacy and Cultural Tourism. Quantum Journal of Social
Sciences and Humanities, 4(5), 214-222.
https:/ /doi.org/10.55197 / gjssh.v4i5.279

Salar, N. (2025). Traditional cultural expressions. In Encyclopedia of Intellectual
Property Law. Edward Elgar Publishing.
https:/ /doi.org/10.4337 /9781800886933

Sugianto, A., Cendriono, N., & Syafii, M. L. (2021). Unsur kearifan lokal dalam
penamaan paguyuban seni Reyog sebagai upaya pemertahanan bahasa Jawa
Kuna. JOEL (Journal of Educational and Language Research), 1(1), 1-10

Supriono. (2020). Pengembangan konservasi wisata budaya melalui wisata even:
Studi pada pelaksanaan Festival Reyog Nasional di Kabupaten Ponorogo.
Jurnal Profit, 14(1), 69 77

Tallapessy, A., & Setiawan, 1. (2024). The Voice of the Voiceless: Countering the
Festival and Elevating Reyog Obyokan as Cultural Capital. Paradigma: Jurnal
Kajian Budaya, 14(3), 269-284.
https:/ /doi.org/10.17510/ paradigma.v14i3.1460

Tias, R. N. (2025). Upaya Pemerintah Kabupaten Ponorogo dalam Perlindungan Reog
sebagai Warisan Budaya Takbenda. Skripsi, Universitas Sebelas Maret

Wijaya, D. T. C., Purwasito, A., Rahmanto, A. N., & Hastjarjo, S. (2025). Philosophical
Leadership Values of Surakarta Sunanate: A Symbolic Analysis of Dhadhak
Merak and Singa Barong Masks in Ponorogo Reyog Performance. International
Journal ~ of  Multicultural and  Multireligious ~ Understanding,
https:/ /doi.org/10.18415/ijmmu.v12i3.6654, 12(3), 1-15.

121



Proceeding of International Seminar of Culture and Tourism
Publisher : Asosiasi Kajian Budaya Indonesia

Vol.1 No.1 - May 2025

Awailable : https.//ojs-akbi.org/index.php/proceeding/index

ASOSIASI
KAJIAN

BUDAYA
INDONESIA

Wijayanto, H. (2024). Tracing the historical evolution of form and aesthetic meaning
in Dhadak Merak Reyog Ponorogo, 1920s-1990s. Paramita: Historical Studies
Journal, 34(1), 15-30

Wijayanto, H., & Kurnianto, R. (2021). Peningkatan literasi digital pengrajin Reyog
Ponorogo melalui sistem digital marketing. Prosiding PKM-CSR, 4, 1447-1450

Wijayanto, H., Sugianto, A., & Vidyastari, R. I. (2021). Peningkatan literasi digital
pengrajin Reyog Ponorogo melalui sistem digital marketing. Prosiding PKM-

CSR, 4, 1446 1450
Yehia, R. S. (2025). Cultural identity formations in Arabic children's literature.
Magallat al ‘Ulam al-Insaniyyat wa-al-Ijtima‘iyyat, 9(1).

https:/ /doi.org/10.26389/ ajsrp.r020924

Yi, E. (2025). Thinking through the tiger: Korean cultural identity, space, and time.
Humanities, 14(2), 19. https:/ /doi.org/10.3390/h14020019

Zhang, C., Wardi, R. H., & Ghazali, R. (2025). Bridging gaps in cultural identity
graphics for enhanced space perception in Qinzhou City: A conceptual
framework. Malaysian Journal of Social Sciences

https:/ /doi.org/10.47405/ mjssh.v10i1.3014 and Humanities, 10(1).

122



